
  

Terms of SalvationTerms of Salvation



  

Repentance: A Separate Repentance: A Separate 
Requirement for Requirement for 

Salvation, or a Synonym Salvation, or a Synonym 
for Faith? Pt. 2for Faith? Pt. 2



  

Charles Ryrie, from Balancing the 
Christian Life: “The message of faith “The message of faith 
only and the message of faith plus only and the message of faith plus 
commitment cannot both be the commitment cannot both be the 
gospel; therefore one of them is a gospel; therefore one of them is a 
false gospel and comes under the false gospel and comes under the 
curse of perverting the gospel or curse of perverting the gospel or 
preaching another gospel (Gal 1:6–9), preaching another gospel (Gal 1:6–9), 
and this is a very serious matter.”and this is a very serious matter.”



  

I. The Words for Biblical Repentance
✔ Metamelomai: The word expresses emotional 

sorrow over a past decision or stance.  It is not 
used of the gospel message so it is not very 
relevant to our study.

✔ Metanoia (and its verb form metanoeo).  It 
literally means, “to know after” with the idea of 
reflection and thus a changed mind. This is the 
word related to salvation and used most often.



  

I. The Words for Biblical Repentance
✔ Epistrepho: “turn someone or something.”    

Some people try to associate this word with the 
last one, and so prove that repentance involves 
turning from sin (commitment), but it is 
significant to note that it is never translated 
“repent.”  Because of this, we will not be 
considering this word either.



  

I. The Words for Biblical Repentance

II. The Source of Biblical Repentance

A. Repentance Is a Gift of God ( Acts 11:18; 2 
Tim. 2:25; Acts 5:31)

B. Repentance Is Effected through the Means 
of Preaching and Teaching (Lk. 24:47; 2 Tim. 
2:25)

III. The Nature of Biblical Repentance

A. It Is Not Reformation

B. It Is Not Contrition (Matt. 27:3) 

C. It Is Not Penance 



  

D.  It is a Change of Mind

1. The Consistent Meaning
a. Non-Biblical Usage

✔ Classical Greek (1000 B.C.-330 B.C.)
✔ Koine (Common) Greek (330 B.C.-A.D. 
330)

b. Biblical Usage
2. The Biblical Examples

✔ Acts 2:22-38
✔ Acts 17:30-31
✔ John 20:31
✔ Acts 20:20-21
✔ 1 Thess. 1:9



  

G. Michael Cocoris wrote... 

When John the Baptist preached "repent," he meant 
change your mind about trusting your merit to enter the 
world to come and trust the Christ who is about to come. 

When Jesus proclaimed, "repent," He meant change your 
mind from trusting yourself that you are righteous to 
trusting God’s mercy (Lk. 18:9-14) or change your mind 
concerning who He is.

When Peter urged people to "repent," he meant change 
your mind about Christ from thinking of Him as a 
common criminal to Him being the Messiah, the One to 
trust for the forgiveness of sins. 



  

When Paul admonished people to 'repent,' he meant 
change your mind from trusting an idol and to trusting 
Jesus Christ. 

When John the Apostle wrote 'repent,' he meant change 
your mind from trusting idols with the attending 
immorality to trusting the true God, Jesus Christ.  

The message of repentance to unbelievers was that they 
had to change their minds.  Depending on their mindset, 
they needed a shift in thinking about their merit to enter 
the world to come, their righteousness, their works, the 
nature of God and who Jesus Christ is. In other words, 
repentance is changing ones mind from trusting one’s 
merit, righteousness, works or idols to trusting Jesus 
Christ.



  

Tom Stegall: “According to the new and improved gospel, 
someone doesn’t need to believe in Christ’s deity, 
substitutionary death for sin, or bodily resurrection to be 
truly born again. As long as that person believes in the 
name of 'Jesus,' even without an understanding of who He 
is or what He’s done, such a 'believer' will receive eternal 
life and become justified by God’s grace—just as long as 
he believes this 'Jesus' can guarantee him eternal life.”

Harry Ironside was 100% correct when he wrote, “No 
man preaches the Gospel, no matter what nice things he 
may say about Jesus, if he leaves out His vicarious death 
on Calvary’s Cross.”
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